The  Crowd in  Peace  and War

"gestion, with its well-calculated variations in the films
"of the cinemas and in the periodical literature, was such
"that I seemed gradually to lose my individuality and to
"become merged in the German mass. If it was not
"possible for me to react against it, what chance has a
"German, no matter how sceptically disposed, of acquir-
"ing a true perspective? It was with a sense of relief,
"as of the passing of a nightmare, that I crossed the bor-
"der, and found a freer atmosphere and neutral associa-
tions in Switzerland."

This infectiousness of crowd-emotion is specially mani-
fested in public, and particularly in political meetings.
The ordinary large political meeting seldom consists
wholly or even mainly of convinced members of one
party. Usually the audience is of a mixed political com-
plexion, with one party in a majority in the room and in
complete possession of the platform. At the beginning
of the meeting opponents may make objections and
interruptions, but this phase can generally be relied
on to pass. Once enthusiasm has been kindled all are
carried away by it, and even convinced opponents may
be seen in the excitement of the moment applauding
speakers and sentiments which in the quiet of their own
homes they hold in horror. With the close of the meet-
ing the mood may pass, but often it happens that a
permanent change in a man's sentiments is thus effected,
and that is why political managers regard public meet-
ings as of importance. They know well enough that
the enthusiasm of a meeting means very little as an index
of the opinions of a community, but they likewise know

that it is a powerful force in affecting individuals, and
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